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COUNTESS of EGLINTOUNE. 


TG THE: 


RIGHT HONOURABLE, 


THE. 


MADAM, 


0 you who gave th 
-t0 the accompliſhed 

N obleman, whoſe much la- 
mented fate, Is the occaſion 


of the following diſcourſe, * 
18 with the utmoſt tenderneſs 5 


addreſſed. For you my bo- 


ſom bleeds, and no powers of 


| language arc capable to ex- 
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| To offer 
you conſolation would be 


vain, for who is the mother 


that would not deeply mourn 


for ſuch a Son as * Your 


much loved Lord Eglin- 


„ toune!” What then muſt a 
heart ſo refined as Yours —4 


heart Which always felt for 


5 diſtreſs, ſuffer from the late 
tad, cruel, and unexpected 
diſaſter ; in Your family! 


A perſon fo clegantly a- 


dorned with every amiable 


Cu 
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quality, of the fineſt taſte 


and manners, whoſe very ap- 
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pearance at once command- 


ed the love, reſpect, and ad- 


miration of all that beheld 


him, muſt when dead be u- 


niverſally regreted; but the 
mournful circumſtances of. 


his death are too deep for 
tragedy itſelf ! 


I rremble whilt I write, 


and the tear ſwells into my 
6 . 
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Often did I ſee him gay 
and happy, the darling and 
delight of all that knew 


him! . 


Such be always was, and 


as ſuch 1 image will "Tow 


main engraved on every 


heart. His going forth in 
the morning in full poſſeſ- 


ſion of all the bleſſings hea- 
ven beſtows, and returning 
again a dying man, the vic- 
tim of ene ked, Jet un- 


DEDICATION ov. 


relenting rage, is a thought 


my ſoul cannot endure! 


Forgive me, Madam, for 


thus addreſſing You, in A 
language which will not a- 
bate your ſorrows; when 
the heart is deeply affect 
ed, we ſpeak as we feel, 
and poor is the conſolation 
which thoſe who mourn 
can offer to the mournful. | 
| So deeply am I imprefled 


with a regard to the me- 


mory, and affected for the 


vi DEDICATION. 


death of my much honour: | 
ed Patron and Friend, that 
I can ſcarcely ſay to the 
long admired mother of ſo 
valuable a Son, BE COM- | 
1 55 


Ho happy was you in 
being the parent of ſo 
much merit, and with what 
Joys did he ſweeten your 
venerable old age! To ſpeak f 
in your own emphatic lan- 
guage, © He alas! is now no 


DEDICATION, vii 


more; You are his living 
tomb; but You will meet 
again in regions where there 
are no interruptions to the 
happineſs of virtue. 


That 'You, ad Your 


numerous offspring and 
friends, the weeping rela- 
tions of your dear deceaſed 
ſon, may receive comfort 
from the God of peace, 
under the preſent heavy 


viii DEDICATION. 


diſtreſs, is the wiſh and 


prayer of, 


Madam, 
Tour Lavys HIP S obli od, 
obedient and aſlicted 


humble ſervant, 


ALEXANDER CUNYNGHAM. 


nd 


PREACHED ox OCCASION 
O F THE 


D x Aa T H 


of the Right Honourable 


a1 Aa N D E * 
EARL of EGLINTOUNE. 


Pal. xxiii. 4, YEA, THOUGH I WALK THROUGH THE 


VALLEY OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH, I WILL FEAR | 
NO EVIL, 
| RUE greatneſs diſcovers itſelf 

in the moſt trying and affecting 


ſituations. There is no forti- 

tude in a pretended contempt of dan- 
ger, when no real dangers are to be fear- 
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ed, nor is there any room for the exer- 


ciſe of reſignation, when no real evils 


befal us. But when death preſents its 


awful form, and gives us the fatal 


mandate that calls us from the world, 


then 15 the good man and hero diſplay- 


ed, by a calm dignity of mind, and a 


pious ſubmiſſion to the will of heaven. 


The elegant author of chis devout 


zymn, having in the moſt beautiful 


language acknowledged the bounty 


and mercies of the Lord, expreſſes his 


confidence in the Divine favour and 


protection in this ſublime ſentiment; 


Vea, thou gh I walk through the dark 


80 ſhadowy valley of death, I will fear 
* no evil, for thou art my God and my 

guide, my truſt and confidence is in 
© thee, and thy conſolations ſhall de- 
„light my ſoul.” 


1 


In further diſcourſing on this occa- 


| ſion; j T ſhall, 


Firſt, Briefly mention a few of thoſe 
circumſtances which render death fo 


awful to human nature, 


Seondly; Conſider what! is Our proper 
conſolation againſt the fear of death. 


Laſtly, Endeavour to delineate ſome 


particulars of the character, and dying 


behaviour, of that late amiable Noble- 


man, whoſe untimely end 1 is the occa- 


f : fion of my chuſing this ſubject of diſ- 


courſe. 


To return to the firſt of theſe. Death 
is the awful ſeparation of the ſoul and 
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body. The ſoul long united to the bo- 


dy, by the moſt intimate connection in 


nature, ſhudders at the thought of ſe- 


paration, and ſhrinks back with horror 


atthe approaches of death. Fain would 


ſhe ſtay her flight, and at length reluc- 


tantly leaves the quivering lips, and 


trembling limbs of her earthly taber- 


nacle. It is thus when two dear and 


affectionate friends, are by the hard- 


{hips of fortune, condemned to bid a 


laſing or perpetual farewel to each 


other, and to go to different countries, 


where wide extended regions, and vaſt 


oceans are interpoſed betwixt them, 
| having embraced, and oft embraced 


again, they, at laſt, with the deepeſt 


impreſſions of ſorrow, part from the 


arms of mutual friendſhip, 


tions and acquaintance. 
I huſband beholds the eyes of an affec- 
tionate wife flowin g with ſtreams of 
ſorrow, whilſt his own are ſoon about = 
to be cloſed by the unrelenting hand of 
death. Struck dumb with grief, whilſt 
the tongue is unable to ſpeak, the melt- 
ing heart heaves out the affecting groan 


E 


But this reflection naturally leads us 


to conſider, that death diſſolves all our 
| connections with the preſent world. 
It is not a ſeparation from one, but 


from all our much-loved friends, rela- 


The dying 


over the corpſe of the departed brother! 

Aged parents behold the comforts of 

their grey hairs laid in the duſt, os - > 
3 children with tears of filial gratitude 

f convey 1 their parents to the grave. Such 

are the conqueſts of death! ſo arbitra- 


| Iy its domain! and thus doth it break 


aſunder the ſtron en ties of nature and 


affection, 


It is then alſo that we muſt bid fare- 


wel to all earthly enjoyments. The 


ſun witholds his beams, and the fruit- 


ful valleys no longer bring forth their 
ſtores for our ſupport. | When the dark 
curtain of death is drawn over our 


cyes, we are loſt to this preſent life, 


and have paſſed that Bourne from 


awhbence 10 traveller returns. Then 


muſt we leave the world and all its 


delights. Then does the ſceptre drop 


from the hand of the monarch, and 
the great and mighty muſt ſurrender 
their pomp and power. Low lies the 
learned head, mute is the tuneful voice; 


the eloquent tongue is heard no more, 
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and the wiſe man's ſaying 18 confirm- 


8. That all :s cd 


But | further, Death 18 an awful 
change of our ſtate and condition. We 
muſt paſs from the world in which we 


dwell, into a world unknown, from 


- objects with which we have been fa- 
miliarly converſant, into new and un- 


tried ſcenes of being: We muſt lay | 
down our earthly bodies, and all our 


former powers and methods of acting 
muſt be altered. We muſt leave the 


ſociety of men framed and faſhioned | 
like unto ourſelves, and mingle with 
beings different 1 in their powers and 


capacities, and i in the mode and man- 
ner of their exiſtence. Thus awful it 
is, to ſtand on the borders of the grave. 
Behind us a world long ſince known, 
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before us an unknown, an untried 


eternity! Thus formidable is death, 
even when it preſents itſelf in its mild- 
eſt form, but when ſurpriſed by bar- 


barous hands, and from the full enjoy- 


ment of health, ſtrength and pleaſure, 


hurried into eternity, how dreadful is 
the interval be tween the time the mor- 


tal wound is given, and the moment | 
that forever - cloſes our eyes! To be 
calm and reſigned, patient and forgiv- 
ing, in circumſtances ſo diſtreſſing, 
ſo affecting, diſcovers the trueſt great- 
neſs and magnanimity. But from this 
dark and melancholy view of things 
let us for a little turn our eyes, and 
conſider, 


_ Secondly, What are our proper conſo- 


lations againſt the fear of death. 
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The ſublime religion which: we pro- 


feſs, fortifies the human mind with 
che ſtrongeſt conſolations againft the 
fears of death. Animated with the 
| proſpect of immortal joys, the virtu- i 
ous man ſmiles at this king of terrors, 
and beholds him as a meſſenger of - 
peace. He ſtands aſſured, that thou gh 

our bodies go down into the grave, yet ; 
the ſoul of man, his nobler and more 
exalted part, ſhall ſarvive forever, 3 in ſtill 

increaſing beauty and perfection, unhurt 
amidſt the ruins of time, the worecks 

of matter, and the cruſh of worlds. In that 
exalted ſtate, the powers and faculties 
of our minds ſhall be enlar -ged, and 


fitted to receive the moſt glorious 


and extenſive objects of knowledge. 
There Wwe ſhall dwell in the preſence 
of God; and if the contemplation of 
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inferior excellences whilſt here below, 
15 A ſource of the moſt rational plea- 


/ 


ſure; what exquiſite delights muſt = 


riſe from the contemplation of the 


great original, uncreated fountain of 
joy and happineſs! By departing from 
this world, we leave the ſociety of 
men, which is diſturbed by loud and 
frequent contentions ; in a tuture world 


we join the exalted communion of an- 


gels, and the ſpirits of the juſt made 


perfect, and become inhabitants of 


thoſe bleſſed abodes, where guilt never 


enters, and the voice of diſcord never 


is heard. The ſame excellent religi- 


ON hath informed u3, that our bodies 


ſhall hereafter ariſe from the ſilent 
manſions of the tomb ; That they ſhall 


be re-united to our ſouls in a refined, 


ſpiritualized, and heavenly ſtate; that 
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they ſhall be no lon ger liable to pains, 


diſeaſes, or diſſolution; that then the = 


happineſs of the juſt {hall be perfect- 


ed; that when this corruptible, Hall 
have put on incorruption, and this 


mortal frame ſhall be cloathed with. 
immortality, death ſhall be forever 


ſwallowed up in victory. EO here then 


O death! is thy ling? or grave, where 


arc thy triumphs? The dead ſhall 


break looſe from thy chains, the tomb 5 


ſurrender its priſoners, and thy proud 


unrelenting dominion ſhall eternally 


ceaſe. 


Theſe : are ſome of the conſiderations 


that animate the good man in the pr o- 
ſpect Or death; and when our friends 


depart the world, let us remember that 


they are only gone a few ycars (per- 


C2 


haps hours) before us, to the enjoy- 


ment of never-ending felicity. We 


have indeed ſeen them deſcend into 


the duſt, but from the duſt they ſhall 


ariſe again; and their ſouls are gone to 
that God who gave them life and be- 
ing. In the realms of bliſs we ſhall | 
meet again, to part no more. Our 
friendſhip ſhall be renewed | in that 


glorious ſtate, where our natures, im- 


proved far beyond our preſent concep- 


tions, ſhall be poſſeſſed of all the hap- 


pineſs chey are capable of enjoying. 
There we ſhall eternally dwell toge- 


ther, in uninterrupted peace and har- 


mony, in the preſence of God where | 


3 fulneſs of Joy, and at his a on 15 


where are pleaſures cvermore. 


But now I proceed to the laſt thing 
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dd, which 18 to delineate the 


character, and dying behaviour, of that 
late amiable Nobleman, whoſe un- 
timely end is the occaſion of the 
. preſent- diſcourſe. | 


Be not afraid, my fr ends, that am 


7 about to flatter the living, by beſtow- 
ing unmerited praiſes on the dead. 
Flattery my ſoul abhors, and truth a- 


lone becomes this ſacred place. 


Yet let me intreat every feeling 
heart within theſe walls, to join with 


me, in deploring the unhappy fate of 
a great man, poſſeſſed of many uſeful 


and ornamental qualities, yet cut off 


--by the cruel hand of violence, in the / 
very prime of his life. | 


1 1 
2 need now trace mention, that the 


perſon I have in view, is the late 
Alexander, Earl of Eglintoune, my patron, 


and may I honour myſelf ſo far as to 
ſay, he was my friend. Shall I ſpeak 
of his abilities as a member of the 
moſt auguſt aſſembly of this nation, in 
which his great talents were eminent- 
Jy diſplayed, on ſeveral important oc- 
caſions, when the intereſts of his coun- 
try were really concerned. Indeed, it 
is ſcarce neceſſary to ſay, that he was 
born an orator. Thoſe Who had the 
honour of his Lordſhip 8 converſation, 
might diſcern from chat flow of eaſy 
and graceful language, that accuracy 
of expreſſion, and that depth of judg- 
ment, which diſtinguiſhed his every 
word and ſentiment, that he was form- 
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ed with all the talents to perſuade, in- 
ſtruct, and delight. 


His humane, polite, and engaging 


behaviour, his affability and conde- 


ſcenſion to his inferiors, is known to 


all. Nc man had more the art of ren- 


dering every perſon around him hap- 
| py, or was more a greeably adorned 
with all. the fine ralents of the Noble 


man and Gentleman. 


It would be unpardonable in a diſ- 


courſe of this nature to omit one part 


of his character. He was charitable. 
to the | poor; the benevolence that ſmil- 
ed in his countenance, diſcovered it 
ſelf 1 in his tenderneſs to the diſtreſſed ; 
his eyes were open to the tears, his 


ears to the voice of ſorrow, and he ſel- 
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dom allowed an object of compaſſion 


to go away from him unrelieved, or 


unſatisfied, 


Such were his virtues! what was his 
end? He went forth from his houſe | 


gay as the mornin g. whilſt health and 
ſtrength fat blooming on his cheeks; 
but mark his fatal return all pale and 


ghaſtly, and wou nded beyond the 


3 moſt dittant hopes of recovery! 


The inhuman circumſtances of his 
death, let the law determine. Suffici- 


ent it is to ſay, that he bore his fate 
with the greateſt magnanimity. You 
have done to me what 4; world have done 5 
10 none of all mankind, was his language 
to the wicked author of his melan- 
choly end; and when his ſervants, fir- 
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ed with juſt indignation, were about 


to proceed to violence towards him, 
Take, ſaid his Lordſhip, the unhappy man, 
but not abuſe him T hoſe. ſervants to 
whom he was the beſt of maſters, and 


who had long and faithfully ſerved 


him, now firſt with reluctance obeyed 


his commands, 


The coolneſs with which he after- 
wards regulated his affairs, in the ſhort 


time he had to live, the fortitude and 
reſignation which he expreſſed under 
the accuteſt pains, and his compoſed, : 
though moſt affectionate, farewel to his 
relations and friends, was never ſur- 
paſſed by any hero of ancient Greece 
or Rome. Shall L mention the griefs 


of an aged and fond mother, bleedin: g 


to behold her beloved ſon in ſuch a ſi- 
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tuation! Shall paint the diſtreſſes of 
a brother, whoſe manly heart, which 


| Had often braved the dangers of war, 


was now heaving with ſorrow ?--- Shall 


| repreſent to your imaginations, the 


ſhock which the fatal news conveyed 


to his £8 ters, and numerous relations 


and a aca uaintance . No! 1 will not re- 


" kindle their griefs by ſuch deſcrip- 
tions. Yet it mutt, be ſaid, that as 
there never vas a deeper occaſion for 


| ſorrow, ſo ſorrow. Was never more 


deeply or lincerely felt. 


Thus did virtue, thus did greatneſs 


fall! how ſtriking chis inſtance of the 
. uncertainty Of life! how many boſoms 


now mourn for him whom they for- 


merly admired and loved, and who 


now looks down with tender pity on 
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their griefs, from the ſuperior regions 


in which he is placed! 


Let us all unite in deploring the 
guilt that hath been committed. The 
blood of innocence defilech a land, 
and with the blood of an innocent 

man hath our land been defiled. Let 
us guard againſt the violence and i im- 
petuoſity of our paſſions, and by an 


uniformly humane and virtuous con- 


La duct, expreſs Our deteſtation of all ſuch 


baſe and enormous crimes. Which 


may God enable us to do, and to his 
name be praiſe. Amen, 
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